As we re ect on the past and prepare for the New Year, I can say with certainty, God is
so faithful! Even though we are still dealing with the coronavirus (Covid) and other issues
that have come along with it, the God who neither slumbers nor sleeps has not failed to
take care of His people.
In spite of the challenges, 2021 has been a good year for the Church of God in
Pennsylvania. The Lord truly blessed the state with souls being saved, sancti ed and
lled with the Holy Spirit. There were several tithe breakers set and many new members
added to the Church. As we were privileged to gather for our “Holiday Gathering”, it was
evident from the positive response of how good it was for us to again gather together.
We celebrated, enjoyed a meal, and were reminded from the message “Dream Again”
that it is imperative to keep our vision and message of hope.
As we celebrate Christmas, Kathy and pray that it will be a time of love, joy and peace for
you and your family. If we have learned anything from the last couple of years, we need
to cherish our relationships.
Looking ahead to 2022, I believe the Lord has given direction to encourage, equip and
empower our pastors, and ministers to better lead our churches forward in times of
crisis. The upcoming Minister and Spouse retreat at Nemacolin will focus on “Refresh”
and will o er a time of relaxation and fellowship. The Leader Labs Training will stretch all
of us to become more self-aware and enhance our e ectiveness in kingdom service. (see
enclosed information)
Kathy and I pray this New Year will be your best ever! Nehemiah the prophet reminds us
“…the joy of the LORD is your strength”. I pray your joy will be full as you celebrate the
birth of Jesus!
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“Know therefore that the LORD your
God is God, the faithful and steadfast
love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, to a thousand
generations.”
-Deuteronomy 7:9
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Warm Greetings!

Hello Ladies,
Can you believe it? 2021 is almost over and Christmas is just a few days away. It seems like the year
went by so fast. As I look back on the past months, the celebrations we have enjoyed, and the
unexpected that may have come our way, through it all, I am so thankful for Jesus and His faithfulness!!
I love to celebrate Christmas. Some of my favorite things are seeing the nativity displayed in various
places, looking at the beautiful lights, baking sugar cookies, and time with my family! Most of all, it is a
golden opportunity to share Jesus. Signs of Christmas are all around us and He is the reason for the
season!!
I want to thank you for sending in your women’s ministry reports or emailing me to share your girl time
luncheons, craft nights, fundraising, retreats, special services, and more. I love hearing about what is
taking place among the women of your church.
Women’s Ministry continues to sponsor the following ministries:
WWAM - Women With a Mission – House of Cherith
Peniel Ministries – Johnstown
Smoky Mountain Home for Children
REAP – PA Home Missions
Thank you for your faithful giving to support these ministries. The WWAM, House of Cherith project is
scheduled to end in the summer of 2022. Church of God Women’s Ministries began supporting this
ministry in 2018. The funds given to this project will build a home to provide a place where women can
recover from the trauma of sexual exploitation. I am asking if you and your church/women’s group will
consider joining me in an o ering for this ministry. PA WWAM o ering date has been set for January 16,
2022, however this date may not work for you. Feel free to use another date or dates to raise funds.
Please mail your o ering to the state o ce marked WWAM-House of Cherith. An o ering of any size will
be greatly appreciated. Thank you to the churches that have already contributed. I know you are making a
di erence!!!!
If you have questions, or want more information, please call or email me. I would love to hear from you.
You are often on my mind and in my prayers. I sincerely appreciate all that you do in ministry at your local
church and community. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!
May you have a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!
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Blessings,
Kathy Cooper
Women’s Ministries Director
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We’ve all done it! Everyone of us that has ever picked up a vacuum cleaner and
vacuumed a room has done it. How many times have you tried to suck up some piece of debris
and not been successful? You run the vacuum over it several times, still failing to eliminate the
piece of trash. We bend over and pick up the item that is causing the issue. We exam it. And
then the next step is the genius of the human mind. What do we do? We toss the trash back
on the ground and attempt to suck it back up again. And again, we are unsuccessful. We were
so close to moving on and taking care of that item causing us the issue.
How often do we replicate this on our everyday walk with God? In Romans chapter 7,
Paul talks about this very thing. How often do we know what we are supposed to do and yet
choose not to carry through with them? How many times do the things that we know better
than to do nd themselves present in our lives? Just like the debris on the oor that you are
trying to take care of, we examine the things in our lives that are ugly, that don’t belong. We
look at them and instead of getting rid of them, we look at them, examine them and then put
them back where they were before hoping that what didn’t work before will work this time.
God gives us opportunities to recognize our shortcomings, connect with Him and course
correct our direction as we better ourselves. This not only applies to our spiritual walk, but it
can also be utilize to reevaluate our ministries. It’s been said that ministries/ organizations
change members/ personnel approximately every 7 years. This means that the way you did
ministry when you began, may not be as e ective as it once was because your audience has
changed. Take a look at your organization. Are you seeing the kind of results you are seeking?
What things don’t work any more? What changes could you make to be more e ective.
Changing does not mean that you are failing. In fact, making change e ectively is a sign of a
strong leader. The New Year is a wonderful opportunity to take another look at your ministry
and maybe make a few changes to better equip those you minister to. You can start over again.
Not only can you make this change in your ministry but you can also make a new start in your
personal relationship with God as well. Remember, we cannot lead where we have not been.
Stop vacuuming over the same piece of debris that’s been plaguing you. Pick it up, throw it
away, and move on.

We are so excited about the future of Girls’ Ministries in the State of
Pennsylvania. There have been lots of changes from the
International level when it comes to the ministry of our girls. As a
reminder, our LITTLE SWEETHEARTS preschool curriculum teaches
young girls between the ages of 3-5 who Jesus is. The
BLUEBELLES program is designed for girls grades 1st through 3rd
with our JOYBELLES curriculum covering girls grades 4th through
6th. For those looking for something for teen girls, we o er the TEEN
GIRLS BOOK CLUB where we have a variety of book studies that the
teen girls can do at their own pace. At the new year, the International
Department is beginning a small group curriculum called SEALED,
based on Ephesians 1:13 where Paul says that you belong to the
Lord, you have been “sealed” with the Holy Spirit. This small group
material is for girls (and boys) from elementary through their teen
years and includes an easy to use leader’s guide. Additionally, the
International Girls’ Department has added a prayer mentoring
program called AFFIRMED. It is designed to provide a relationship
between a spiritual mother and daughter.
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My hope is that you nd this material to be exciting and relevant.
There is such a need for Girls’ Ministries in the local church. Our goal
is to partner beside you and place resources in your hands to help
you reach your girls. If I can be of any assistance to you, please feel
free to reach out to me at pacoggirlsclub@comcast.net or call my
o ce at 717.258.5575 ext. 218. All of these resources can be found
at cogyd.org or girlsministries.org .

