Greetings from the State Office!
I pray that you and your family have been able to enjoy the Summer given all the uncertainties and
many travel challenges due to the Coronavirus. As we draw closer to the Fall and hopefully a safer
environment, it is my prayer for you and the Church of God Family that some type of normality will begin to
take place.
The Church has always been a place that we could escape from the cares of life, if only for an hour
or two on Sunday morning and midweek. That should not change even though it may look totally different
from traditional settings. The capabilities of modern technology have made it possible for the Church to
have a prominent platform to communicate the gospel message. Pastor, thank you for being stretched
beyond what you thought possible. Also, I commend each of our pastors and church leaders for your
faithful support of the State Program. Without your support it would not be possible to continue funding the
programs and also World Missions projects that we sponsor. Your faithfulness does not go unnoticed.
Let us always remember, that Jesus Christ is still the hope of the world and the world needs hope
now more than ever! In Christ Sermon on The Mount, He reminded the disciples nine times that they were
“Blessed” [mä-kä'-re-os] supremely blest; fortunate, well off: —blessed, happy. (Matthew 5:3-11) I was
reminded by Rachel Ray when she recently suffered a great loss by her house catching fire, “These are
days we all have to be grateful for what we have, not what we’ve lost.”
The words of the chorus of the old hymn “Count Your Blessings” reminds us just how fortunate we
truly are, and how faithful God is.
Count your blessings;
Name them one by one.
Count your blessings;
See what God has done.
Count your blessings;
Name them one by one.
Count your many blessings;
See what God has done.
Kathy and I are extremely blessed to serve you here in Pennsylvania and look
forward to what the next two years of ministry will bring to you, our church
family! We are here for you and pray for each of you daily. Stay encouraged and
focus on your many blessings and see what God will do!
Dr. Tony D Cooper
Administrative Bishop

Hello ladies!
My, what a year 2020 has been, and continues to be. It is refreshing to know that God is with us! He
knows our name, He knows where we are, and He cares more than we can imagine.
I am excited that my husband and I have been appointed to serve in Pennsylvania for two more years!
We truly love the state and the relationships that we have built the past four years. We look forward to
new friendships, church visits, celebrations, state meetings, retreats, and much more. Pennsylvania
ladies, your love and support mean so much to me. Thank you!
I want to say thank you to those of you that send in a Women’s Report or email to let me know what
ministry and activities the women of your church are doing. I love hearing from you! Also, I appreciate so
much the support given to our 2018-2020 State Women’s Projects. Those projects were:
Women With A Mission – House of Cherith, Atlanta GA
Smoky Mountain Home for Children – Sevierville TN
Peniel Ministries – Johnstown PA
REAP – PA Home Missions
Again, thank you for all you gave. Pennsylvania excels in giving to others! Even during this time where
meeting has been so very diﬀerent, you did not stop giving.
God bless you! Please note, I will share details of 2020-2022 projects in the near future.
Thank you for all that you do in serving in your local church and community. This year, many of you have
taken multi tasking to a whole new level. Thank you for being “His hands extended” in ways you never
dreamed. You brought to life Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
I am here for you. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. I will be happy to
pray with you, share ideas with you or just chat.
I love and appreciate you, and sincerely hope to see you soon!
Blessings,
Kathy Cooper
Women’s Ministries Coordinator

Hello Youth and Children’s Leaders!
What an interesting time we are living in! Never in our lifetime have we seen the type of creativity
in inventing and reinventing ways to reach the lost. I have been amazed at watching how churches in
the Keystone State have stepped up and found “out-of-the-box” methods to reach students. Plato
once said that “necessity is the mother of invention”. This has been played out before our eyes the
past six months. How we are used to reaching out to our students is no longer the most viable method.
I am reminded of a show we watch often called Chopped. The premise of the show is that four
chefs are given four unrelated and unique ingredients that they must put together and create a plate
worthy of being in a 5-star restaurant. None of the ingredients are typically found together and under
normal circumstances, would not be pleasant to ingest. Ministering to students during a global
pandemic is a lot like being on Chopped. We know the goal, but how do we accomplish it? We are
called to reach teens and kids, but the normal ingredients/ methods we would use are unavailable to
us. How do we take what we can do safely and create a program that will most eﬀectively reach our
students? We have to use the ingredients placed before us to create a program that will most
eﬀectively reach this generation. It may be unconventional, but this is the challenge before us. The
way that we have done outreach may not work in today’s climate. Because of the social distance
guidelines set before us, the games we used to play to encourage unity might not be viable at this time.
The way that we teach or preach is being tested and we are having to think of new ways to present the
Word of God.
I want to encourage each of you reach into your bag of tricks. Be creative. Get outside of your
comfort zone and be stretched. Look for unconventional ways to reach your students. Research new
methods. Subscribe to newsletters, podcasts and blogs/vlogs that spark the creativity that is already
inside of you. Remember that the Message has not changed. Our goal is the same, but the vehicles
we use to get us there may look a little diﬀerent. I believe in you! As I constantly
remind you all, what you do matters! It is important! Your students are looking to
you to show them the way. You’ve got this! We can’t wait to see you on our Zoom
Hangout on September 21st!
With admiration,
Josh Martin
Youth & Discipleship Director

To all of our Girls’ Club Leaders, I would just like to say how appreciative I am to you and the
ministry you provide to the girls of your church and community. You may not realize how important you
are, but let me assure you that you are valuable and the care you give your students is of the utmost
importance! During this crazy and trying season, I want to encourage you to stay focused on our
children!
For those of you that have been interested in beginning a Girls’ Ministry in your church, let me
give you some background on how this ministry began and maybe even answer a few questions you
may have. Girls Ministries is an outreach of the Department of Youth and Discipleship created to assist
the local church in mentoring girls on their journey as Christ followers. Since our inception in 1969, Girls
Ministries endeavors to provide club-based curricula (and more) that employs relevant, life-applicable
lessons according to God’s Word. The result is thousands of young lives flourishing into spiritually pure,
strong and dedicated women.
The International Department of Women’s Ministries had a passion and vision to minister to and
train young women as the scripture admonishes in Titus 2:3-5. Because of this vision, Young Ladies
Ministries (YLM) was created in 1969. As YLM grew, so did its scope to eﬀectively reach younger girls
through a clubs format: Joy Belles (1974), Bluebelles (1984) and Little Sweethearts (2002). These clubs
are the result of lifetimes given by dedicated women who cared enough to share their time, energy and
special abilities: coordinators, mentors, prayer mothers, pastor’s wives and laywomen who have
diligently worked to disciple girls for Christ. International Girls Ministries strives to meet the increasing
need and demand for relevant, Word-based materials under the direction of the International Youth and
Discipleship Department. This club-based curricula (and more) is available to assist the local church in
mentoring girls on their journey as Christ followers.
So, as you can see, for over 50 years, Girls’ Ministries in the Church of God has been impactful
and seeks to step alongside the local church and give resources and help to the leader. If my oﬃce can
be of any assistance to you or you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out. I pray for
you, your family and your girls daily. Know that my family is truly missing all of you! Hope to see you
soon!
Lovingly,
Paige Martin
Girls’ Ministries Coordinator

Treasurer reports are due by the 5th of each
month with the proper finances. Stats are only
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